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Padlet as a way of doing diary
methods during a pandemic

A brief introduction to my PhD project

Research title:

Transcultural life stories in everyday nature: the case of Chinese inter-
national students in Manchester

Aim of research:

This PhD project aims to extend the understanding of human-nature
transactions through a “thick description” of the social practices of
Chinese international students in urban green spaces. Specifically, it
explores multiple mechanisms of human-nature connection-making
by making a non-representational account of place-based knowledge,
attachment, and conceptualisations of the nearby nature.

It will then discuss the implications on health and wellbeing and on
the overall nature-related life experiences in a foreign landscape. The
research will also address topics of multiculturality in relation to green
space design and management, environmental education, the highly
mobile and transient community, and transcultural sense-making of
place and landscape.

Using Padlet as an online diary making platform
Research Design:
In this research, Padlet works alongside semi-structured interviews and
guestionnaires, to assist the recording of everyday social practices in
green spaces. Specifically, participants are invited to do the following:
- to create a digital diary over the course of a year, on weekly or fort-
nightly basis. What to record and how are explained in the instruction
board, as displayed on the bottom left part of this poster.
- to report mundane experiences with urban green spaces using
multimedia forms, such as photographs, videos, audio recordings, and
texts.

- to interpret in their own language of place-based stories and experi-

ences in follow-up semi-structured interviews.
- to join recurrent meetings in 3 months, 6 months, and 9 months
after the completion of the initial meeting.

Padlet Ul Design: I

Command board: ¢
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About this site

What is Padlet?

Padlet has been developed and applied in practice as an interactive
teaching tool since 2008. It has shown particular advancements in
collaborative learning and teacher-student communication and inter-
activity (Dunbar, 2017; Kharis, Dameria & Ebner, 2020; Mehta, Miletich
& Detyna, 2021). Despite its ease of use, creativity and flexibility, and
robust function, the application and rationale of using Padlet in re-
search is only in inception.

Why Padlet?

Due to the pandemic influences, conventional ethnography methods
such as walking with participants in the field; talking to them in per-
son; participant observation etc., became less practical. In addition, the
digital generation’s acquaintance with the digital media and mobile
technologies makes it plausible to conduct a remote ethnography
amid the pandemic restrictions.

How does it work?

Padlet works as a curation board which allows the upload of multi-
media data types, including photographs, videos, audio recordings,
and texts. Visuo-audio media can be downloaded in their original files.
Texts and geolocational data can be exported into PDF and excel files,
which then could be imported into data analysis softwares.

With a university backpack license, Padlet extends the data storage
volume and number of boards one can create, plus extra security.
Students do not need a license to access or contribute to the boards.
The board manager can customise privacy settings to allow university
account holders’access only. If needed boards can be secured by pass-
words or hiden from public.

Individual diary entry (password protected):

r
Participant 0 (JY)

Hi Apple Hi Pear Hi Orange
This Is your beautiful green diary This is your beautiful green diary This is your beautiful green diary
junyan ye junyan ye junyan ye

Welcome on board! Thank you
for joining me in this research.
I hope you will enjoy along the
way.

Should you feel the need to revisit
Research Participant Privacy
Notice and Participant Information
Sheet at any time during the
research process, they are available
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Privacy Notice for Research
Participants:

The University of Manchester
conducts research to the highest
standards of research integrity
within a research culture that
values knowledge-creation for its
own sake; for the potential benefits
it promises humankind; and for the
ways it enriches higher learning.
We promise to respect the
confidentiality and sensitivity of the
personal information that you, as a
participant in our research, provide
to us; that we get from other

This Padlet site is designed by
me, the student investigator
(Junyan YE), to conduct a
completely remote fieldwork
due to pandemic restrictions.

- Lwill be guiding you through a
series of practices to reflect on
Your experiences with urban green
spaces in Manchester, over the

research,...

upload content on your individual
Padlet board on a regular basis,
either weekly or monthly depending
on how intensely you wish to
engage with this study.

- Now please click the next panel to
learn how to do this!

Instruction board:

Participant information ¢

Firstly, can you tell me a bit
about yourself?

References:

Dunbar, L. (2017). Using Padlet to Increase Student Interaction With Music Concepts. General music today, 30(3), pp.26-29.
Kharis, K., Dameria, C. N. and Ebner, M. (2020). Perception and Acceptance of Padlet as a Microblogging Platform for Writing Skills. /nternational journal

Exercise 1.1. What and where
is “nature"?

Instructions: When you think about
nature, which sorts of places,
countries or landscapes come to
mind? This exercise will help elicit
animage of nature that s pre-
determined, taken-for-granted, and
often subconscious. (Castree,
2014) What about green spaces in
the nearby?

If you have additional queries,
please contact the student
investigator of this research at:

Click below to go to the
Practice and Instruction page

junyan.ye@postgrad.manchester.ac
uk

If you feel you need support
for your Y
Tmasupport
please be aware of ¢
e

where you can seek help:

+ Other University academic staff
(e.g. advisor/tutor)

+ Other University professional
services staff (e.g. Faculty
administrator, School support
officer)

+ PGR Rep o other peer

Student hall representatives (RLAS
and RLCs)

 University of Manchester
Counselling Service

 University of Manchester
Disability Advisory and Support
Service (DASS)

Exercise 2.1 Exercise 4:

Please list at least 3 memorable Exercise 3. Taking notice Can you list a few key sources of
media that make you think about
nature and green spaces? The
media sources could be social
media posts, local news media,
YouTube videos, documentaries,
films, textbooks, fictions, textbooks,
literatures, and so on.

urban natural places and
experiences in the past. Pinpoint
them in the map, and briefly
describe what happened, who was
there, and why is it

Take notice of your daily
encountering with green spaces
and nature.

How do you do it? You can use your
‘memorable/meaningful. martps—s or other recording,

instructionsito speC|ﬁc exercises

Note: when you describe your and experiences, and upload to

experiences, you can refer to the
*5W" template:

When? When does this happen?
Where? Where is the venue? Note:

your Padlet site. You can rearrange
the display in Padet in forms of
story walls/map/timeline.

the experience does not need to be
place-based. It can happen online,

What to include in the recording?
“The recordings can include your

of interactive mobile technologies, 14(13), pp.213-220.

Mehta, K. J., Miletich, I. and Detyna, M. (2021). Content-specific differences in Padlet perception for collaborative learning amongst undergraduate

students. Research in learning technology, 29, pp.1-19.

Note: If using to inform your own teaching, research and writing please cite as:

Ye, J (2021), Padlet as a way of doing diary methods during a pandemic. [PGR Method Gallery Webpage - Methods for Change Showcase]. Methods for
Change/Aspect/University of Manchester: Manchester. Available at: https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/methods-for-change-poster-gallery/. O
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Hi Watermelon Hi Dragon Fruit
This Is your beautiful green diary This Is your beautiful green diary This Is your beautiful green diary This Is your beautiful green diary
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Hi Strawberry Hi Blusberry Hi Grape Hi Blackberry
This is your beautiful green diary This s your beautiful green diary This is your beautiful green diary This Is your beautiful green diary
| junyan ye junyan ye i junyan ye

Hi Banana Hi Pinapple

Strawberry
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Digital diary displayed in the
format of world map (left)
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_ Digital diary can be also organised
g Kinodom by timeline, etc (bottom)
which adds an important temporal
scale to recording day-to-day practices
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